THE DEMONS

the Assyrian king Assur-bani-apli to Te-umman;
the Elamite king against whom he fought.

The Uu limnu, ' evil god/ was probably origin-
ally one of the deities of Tiawath's brood, upon
whom Merodach's redemption had had no effect.

The rabisu is regarded as a spirit which lay in
wait to pounce upon his prey.

The labartu, in Sumerian <#imme, was a female
demon. There were seven evil spirits of this
kind, who were apparently regarded as being
daughters of Ami, the god of the heavens.

The labasu, in Sumerian dimmea, was appar-
ently a spirit which overthrew, that being the
meaning of the root from which the word comes.

The dhhazii, in Sumerian dimme-kur, was
apparently so called as f the seizer/ that being the
meaning indicated by the root.

The lilu, in Sumerian lila, is generally regarded
as 'the night-monster/ the word being referred to
the Semitic root ttl or layl, whence the Hebrew
layil, Arabic layl, ' night/ Its origin, however, is
Sumerian, from lila, regarded as meaning ' mist/
To the word lilu the ancient Babylonians formed
a feminine, liUthu, which entered the Hebrew
language under the form of lilith, which was,
, according to the rabbins, a beautiful woman, who
lay in wait for children by night. The lilu
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